
Juan Cabrillo Elementary PTA 
Meeting Minutes 
February 4, 2008 

The PTA was called to order by Jennifer Morgan, President, at 7:15pm in the Teachers’ Lounge on Monday, February 4, 
2008. 

January’s meeting minutes were reviewed and a motion to approve the minutes was proposed – 1st by Susan Andriacchi 
and 2nd by Pattie Esqueda. One note by Mrs. Comitz concerning the office copy machine: The cost is $2,000 more than 
previously discussed because of a model upgrade (on the part of the manufacturer). It has been purchased and is 
already in use (the office will be able to print the Student Handbook at the beginning of the school year).  

The Readathon will take place during Spring Break (March 21 ~ March 30). Information packet should be sent home on 
March 20. 

The Jogathon date needs to be changed, possibly to a Wednesday in May. Mrs. Comitz will check the Master Calendar  
so it does not coincide with STAR testing. Possible date: May 28. 

Field trip dates: BOOST/TEDDE – April 15; Kindergarten – May 9; First Grade – June 4; Second Grade – April 11 

We need an update about cost from Mrs. Zirbel regarding the software purchase for the Computer Lab. 

Mrs. Comitz needs a total of $3,400 for IDAP. About $2,500 will come from 2007 WEF Rock Around the Block donation; 
PTA may only need to donate $1,000. 

As noted above, the office copy machine cost more than originally anticipated ($19,500). School Site Council contributed 
$7,800 and Mrs. Comitz used unmarked donation money, which is now getting depleted. Therefore she would like more 
money contributed to the unmarked donation fund for general classroom needs. Jen will do a financial analysis to see 
how much money we can donate (since field trip costs have also increased the PTA needs to see how much money we 
have). Once the analysis is done, Jen will send out a notice to PTA Board members for a vote. 

Susan talked about our current finances: We have an $850 surplus from Membership, $400 surplus from Movie Night, 
$200 surplus from the Breakfast Socials; we will need more money for the third Hands-on-Art project; $4,500 is 
budgeted for the PE Aide and supplies; the Assembly money has not all been used (keeping in mind increased costs); CD 
money needs to be spent Ą overall we are doing well financially. 

Susan brought up the Treasurer’s Audit for adoption before submitting to the PTA District. 1st by Mrs. Comitz and 2nd by 
Thuy Nguyen. 

Principal’s Report by Mrs. Comitz: 

¶ Drama pilot program started last week; Arts pilot program starts this week. 

¶ Planning for Dr. Seuss Day on March 7 (Read Across America). Plan to expand the event to include community 
members for readings and Career Day. 

¶ MCOT Assembly with Diane Ferlatte on February 7. 

¶ Jules Stein Eye Clinic will be returning for vision screening. 

¶ No school on February 11 and 18; Valentine’s / Spirit Day on February 14; Hundredth Day of School on February 
15 

¶ Technology Day @ Dana on February 23 for district employees: attendees will get paid to learn about 
technology in the classroom. 

¶ February 25: Teaching American History Night about Harriet Tubman @ Dana. 



¶ This month Cabrillo will be honoring servicemen: Lori Rawlins’s friend is serving in Afghanistan – her students 
wrote letters to the troops. In return they received certificates of appreciation and a US flag flown over the field 
medic building. 

¶ The Arts: If the state budget allows it, there will be 8-week art/music/drama/dance residencies for all the classes 
Ą there won’t be a need for IDAP. If parents are interested in participating in coordinating the arts program and 
getting involved in funding and grants, contact teacher Ken Gable and the Arts for All program, or Wendy Iscove, 
the Arts Coordinator for the district. 

¶ March 20 is the final arts/drama exhibition/presentation assembly. Parents will be invited. 

¶ Report cards go home on March 20. 

¶ Parent Conferences will take place the week after Spring Break. 

¶ Sixteen interviews are scheduled for the Computer Lab and Title I Aides, and 2 Burnett Instructional Aides.  

Ruth Cook reported about the last Hands-on-Art project: There were a couple of problems because of the rain and 
excess moisture. There are still some make-ups that need to be done. The leftover Play-Doh and the ingredients for 
homemade Play-Doh were donated to the BOOST class. 

Before the third Hands-on-Art project Ruth will do an inventory of existing art supplies and will then submit an estimate 
to the PTA for the needed supplies. Miss Johnson’s class will be the “guinea pig” class to figure out how long the project 
will take and how easy it is for the students to complete. Tentatively, the project is planned for the last two weeks of 
April until May 2; docent training will be the Thursday preceding. 

Next Goodie Sale and Breakfast Social is February 20. 

Thuy Nguyen reminded us that the next Box Top submission date is February 28. We received a check for $546.20 
(deposited already) for the last submission. Susan was told that Box Tops need to be separated from Scrip in the 
Treasurer’s Report. 

New Business: 

¶ Author’s Day will be in April or May. Bonnie Olguin is in charge of finding local authors. 

¶ Membership cards need to be printed: Jonathan Schleyer 

¶ Mrs. Comitz was chosen as the Regional Elementary Principal of the Year for ACSA Region 14 (half of LA County). 

¶ Rock Around the Block will be on April 19. WEF will send out an email about volunteering Ą various date 
conflicts: Passover, Wiseburn Library writing contest, History grant 

Meeting adjourned at 8:13pm. 

Attachments: Meeting Agenda, Sign In Sheet, Monthly Treasurer Report, February Calendar, Treasurer’s Audit Report 

 

 


